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Chapter that on one or two occasions that view may be over-
jEL generous. That the judges are affected by patrioticx
bias cannot be supported by any evidence, still less that
they are more subject to class bias than Dominion
judges or that they favour money as against poverty.
More substantial complaifits are based on expense. It
is certain that the system gives a great advantage to
the wealthy litigant and the great company or cor-
poration which can coerce an opponent into surrender
or compromise by the power to take Tiirn to the Privy
Council. Delay, again, is a very grave factor, though
the delay lies normally in the acts of the parties, one
or both of whom may desire to postpone a decision.
The absence of local knowledge unquestionably is a
disadvantage, both to the court and to counsel, while
it is often very expensive to send local counsel to
England, and even then they may find the court in-
sufficiently in touch with the facts of Dominion life to
appreciate the Dominion point of view. A more serious
objection still is the fact that the court is apt to dispose
of issues on some ground which, however valid, does
not touch the heart of the matter, and thus leaves un-
solved the very problem which it was the desire of the
parties to raise and have determined as guidance in
subsequent cases. It is sometimes objected that the
fact that only one decision is given without indication
of dissenting views is objectionable, but that is not
apparently the opinion of the Dominion Governments,
for a decision to allow the presentation of dissents
adopted by the Imperial Conference of 1911 was
1 This is alleged in the Irish Free State, but unproved, and it was not
exhibited in prize cases in the war of 1914-18. The same accusation has
been made of Irish Free State judges.